Annual GDU-expenditure since 1996:
Sustained attention for bicycle facilities

. 

Since 1996 the Ministry of Transport and Infrastructure has provided provinces and special administrative areas with GDU (joined earmarked funds) to subsidise infrastructural projects such as bicycle facilities. The introduction of GDU put a stop to specific subsidy regimes by policy themes, e.g. bicycle policy. There was a fear that this departitioning might be detrimental to bicycle projects as these are usually smallish and might be considered less relevant. So far this fear has been unfounded, as has been proven before: the Eindrapport Masterplan Fiets(1998) stated a 31% percentage of GDU-expenditure over the period 1996-1997 and for the period 1998-2000 Fietserbond (Vogelvrije Fietser, September 2001) and Traffic Test (Gebruik van de GDU, augustus 2002) calculated  percentages of 35% and 30%, respectively.

That the percentage of GDU-expenditure for bicycle facilities is steady, has recently been confirmed in an analysis by Fietsberaad of GDU project lists over 2000-2001 of all nineteen provinces and special administrative areas.  An exact expenditure analysis could be made for six of these and once again 31% of funds turned out to be spent on projects directly benefiting bicycle traffic. The analyses by both Fietsersbond and Fietsberaad prove moreover that this percentage has not been affected by the temporary addition to GDU-funds of the extra funds provided by the project Samenwerken aan Bereikbaarheid (the so-called SWAB contribution). This means that in an absolute sense the bicycle subsidies have only increased over the period 1998-2002. The analyses by Traffic Test and Fietsersbond demonstrate moreover that of the remaining 65 to 70% of GDU expenditures approximately half indirectly benefited bicycles as well. This concerned projects like reconstructing stretches of road, construction of roundabouts, redesign of intersections and layout of 30 km/h zones which benefit cyclists as well
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